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OSVITA Ukrainian Language  
Summer Immersion Program
Summer 2012 marked the triumphant return of 
SJI’s OSVITA program and its first year in the 
new building.  A provincially-accredited, 3-week 
Ukrainian language immersion program housed 
at the Institute for over 30 years, OSVITA offers 
youth aged 14 to 17 high school accreditation in 
Ukrainian 10, 20 or 30.  Additionally, students 
learn about Ukrainian history, culture and 
heritage.  

This year, 7 fresh-faced students came to 
us from three provinces: British Columbia, 
Saskatchewan, and Ontario.  Osvita was 
fortunate to have a wonderful staff that included 
returning counsellor, Andrij Krochak, a former 
Osvita student from Toronto, Lara Franko, and 
a graduate university student from Ukraine, 
Tetyana Boryshchuk.  Director Susanna Lynn, 
herself a Masters student and former Osvita 
counsellor during two consecutive summers, ran 
the program extremely competently, and with 
great enthusiasm for its goals, receiving many 
compliments from participants, staff, and parents 
alike. OSVITA also welcomed back devoted 
language teacher Tetyana Kachenyuk, who has 
been with the program since 2007.

From July 2 - 21, students resided at the 
Institute, studying Ukrainian and expanding 

their knowledge of the history and culture of 
Ukraine and Ukrainians in Canada. In addition 
to daily Ukrainian language classes, students 
enjoyed Ukrainian dance taught by Shumka’s 
Stephan Pacholok, bandura lessons taught by 
Dr.  Andrij Hornjatkevyč, regular sports sessions 
and religion classes. Guest speakers included Fr. 
Cornell Zubritsky, Mr. Ludwig Marianych, and 
Ms. Olenka Toroshenko. 

Students learned about the Holodomor 
and watched the documentary, Genocide 
Revealed, the most recent film on the topic 
(directed by Yurij Luhovy, 2011). They learned 
many Ukrainian folksongs and contemporary 
pieces, wrote traditional pysanky and painted 
matrioshky dolls. Elbow-deep in dough and 
beets, they learned to make borshch and 
varenyky.  A new class in Drama gave rise to a 
play the students performed in Ukrainian at the 
final concert. 

Excursions to prominent museums and 
historic sites included a day at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village and the Vegreville 
Pysanka Festival and zabava. A trip to Banff 
National Park energized students with fresh 
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Promoting SJI to 
the Non-Profit and 
Voluntary Sector 
Executive Director, Suzanna Brytan brought 
the Institute’s promotional display and power 
point presentations to a conference of non-profit 
and voluntary sector organizations from across 
the province, for the 3-day Vitalize conference 
held in Calgary this past June 7 - 9.  Visitors 
to the booth gained information about a new 
place to stay when visiting and working in 
Edmonton, and a new space in which to host 
their meetings and events, while keeping their 
costs under control.  Workshops and sessions 
provided great opportunities to make contacts 
with organizations that might benefit from the 
Institute’s facilities and services, and a great 
many new relationships were established.

Suzanna also attended the Edmonton 
Chamber of Voluntary Organizations’ “A 
Conversation with Premier Redford” where 
Redford spoke about the importance of the 
voluntary sector.  SJI will be hosting several 
capacity-building workshops and events 
specifically for local non-profits and charities in 
the coming months, in partnership with ECVO.  
A roster of events will soon be available on our 
website, and we encourage your organization to 
take in those that will be useful to you.

Guest Profile:  
Valentyna Kuryliw
In August 2012, SJI had the privilege of 
welcoming Valentina Kuryliw, Chair of the 
National Holodomor Education Committee of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress.  Ms. Kuryliw 
was in Edmonton to work on publishing 
her workbook, The Unknown Genocide, the 
Holodomor in Ukraine 1932-1933, for teachers 
and students, through the Ukrainian Language 
Education Centre of the University of Alberta 
CIUS program.  The workbook consists of 
background information on the Holodomor, 
practical lesson plans, primary documents, and 
suggested strategies for teaching the Holodomor, 
mainly for the high school level, with some 
lessons for grades 6-8 as well.  

Ms. Kuryliw has taken on the task of working 
with various ministries of education, school 
boards and provincial Holodomor Education 
Committees with the mandate of facilitating 
the inclusion of the Holodomor into the regular 
school history and social studies curriculum 
across Canada.  During the past four years, 
her workbook has been part of a Holodomor 
Teaching Kit distributed to Canadian educators.

The daughter of two survivors, both of the 
Famine-Genocide and the Gulag, Valentina 
(below, with summer students Nicole Laroff and 
Jordan Vincent) has a passion for her subject and 
is eager to see the second edition of her workbook 
in print.  The publication of this edition has been 
made possible by the generosity of The Temerty 
Family Foundation of Toronto.

SJI will be hosting 
several capacity-
building workshops 
and events 
specifically for local 
non-profits and 
charities in the 
coming months...
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2010/11:   
The Year in Retrospect
The Annual General Meeting of St. John’s 
Institute was held on Sunday, May 27 at 2pm.  A 
beautiful lunch was served, followed by a very 
positive meeting, during which a new board 
was elected.  Among the Institute’s priorities for 
2012/13 are:
•	 Fundraising	from	internal	and	external	

communities to support the purchase of 
classroom, boardroom, and common space 
furnishings, manage debt reduction and 
deliver programming 

•	 Development	of	programming	and	resources	
to support the Ukrainian Orthodox 
community

•	 Development	of	youth	leadership	
programming and opportunities

•	 Engagement	of	alumni	and	membership	in	
SJI’s programming and activities

•	 Building	a	volunteer	base	to	assist	with	the	
volume of external events/meetings requiring 
significant front-of-house staff and facility 
management

•	 Maximization	of	resources	(staff,	property)	
•	 Marketing	and	promotion	of	the	Institute’s	

facilities to arts/cultural/ethnic communities 
and non-profit organizations 

•	 Management	of	Bar-V-Nok	property,	
programs and rental opportunities

Off-Site Catering for All Occasions

Congratulations to the new Mr. and Mrs. Lukian and Tara 
(nee Nolan) Opyr!  St. John’s Institute’s off-site catering 
“division” was on hand to serve up a beautiful buffet 
luncheon, including specialties like hand-made savoury 
nalysnyky and dainty pastries, to guests at the gift opening for 
the son of former SJI board member, Marshall Opyr, and his 
wife, Nadia.  Together, the Opyrs have supported the Institute 
for many years, having been heavily involved on the building 
committee during the period leading up to, and during, the 
renovations.  Mnohaya Lita to the happy couple, and  
to Marshall and Nadia: Two down, one to go!

Outgoing board members Victor Pysyk, Darcy 
Koshman, Sandra Hohol and Walter Domytrak 
were thanked for their many years of service, 
and the membership recognized the more than 
40 years of commitment given to the Institute by 
outgoing president, Victor Pysyk.  

Our next AGM covering the period 
September 1, 2011 to August 31, 2012 will be 
held in mid-December.  Notices will be sent out 
shortly, and we encourage everyone to think 
about being part of an organization that can 
have a major positive impact in our community 
and beyond!

...we encourage 
everyone to think 
about being part 
of an organization 
that can have a 
major positive 
impact in our 
community and 
beyond!
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Partner Profile: 
Dr. Jane Carr
We are very pleased to welcome Dr. Jane Carr, 
MD FRCP(C) to St. John’s Institute as the new 
occupant of the private office in SJI’s east wing.  
Dr. Carr is a psychiatrist with many years of 
experience working in Edmonton, particularly 
in the inner city, and with patients experiencing 
severe persistent mental illness and limited 
financial and social resource or support.  

Together with numerous other health and 
wellness practitioners, Dr. Carr will be running 
several different support groups at the Institute.  
These include programs for women suffering 
from post-partum depression, those dealing 
with loss, and other life-changing conditions 
including depression, anxiety, etc….  “I came 
to St. John’s because they offer an integrated 

Alberta Culture Days 2012
CULTURE CONNECTS at the Institute 
with FREE family fun and festivities!

On September 29 and 30, St. John’s Institute will 
serve as a host venue for Alberta Culture Days 
2012.  Executive Director, Suzanna Brytan was 
on hand for Alberta Culture and Community 
Services Minister Heather Klimchuk’s 
announcement of those venues chosen to host 
this provincial event.  

Festivities taking place at the Institute on 
Saturday and Sunday, September 29 and 30th 

include 8 different workshops the public can 
take part for free (limited space available per 
workshop) including:  Ukrainian Easter egg 
writing, contemporary dance creation, East 
Indian cuisine, a showcase of Aboriginal films, 
henna design and application, Ukrainian 
folk music, healing dance, and graphic novel 
creation.  An outdoor concert in SJI’s Krawford 
Courtyard will feature live performances by the 
Ukrainian Male Chorus of Edmonton, soloist 
Anna Scarpelli and Latin band, La Luna de 
Santiago, followed by a dance party deejayed by 
five celebrity deejays of 101.7 World FM:  Chris 
“C” (URBiN LATiNO), DJ Razor (ClubEuro 
- German), Antonio Sorgiovanni (Espresso – 
Italian), Naz Uppal (Naz at Night - South Asian) 
and Roman Brytan (Ukrainian.) 

SJI is fortunate to have been selected as a 
host venue, and thanks Alberta Culture and 
Community Services for the opportunity to 
deliver programming for Alberta Culture Days.  
Please come out, bring the family and some 
lawn chairs and take in the fun – ALL FOR 
FREE!  Food and beverages will be available for 
purchase.  Check our website for a schedule of 
workshops and performers, and see you there!  
For more information, go to www.culture.
alberta.ca/events or www.stjohnsinstitute.com.

approach to... [well-being].  It is a place with 
strong spiritual and humanitarian roots.  They 
are here truly serving all needs.  This is a 
unique facility to my knowledge in Edmonton.  
To provide low cost, high quality housing in 
a wholesome supportive atmosphere while 
offering programming and work opportunities is 
a brilliant combination that is person-centred.  
Respecting and offering help to persons in 
transition from illness to wellness, poverty to 
being self-supporting and lost to finding purpose 
are all processes that can happen in practical 
ways in the structure and community that is St. 
John’s Institute.”    

St. John’s Institute is excited about partnering 
with Dr. Carr to deliver programs and support 
services for those most in need of them, as 
a complement to our mandate of offering 
affordable housing with the support of Alberta 
Housing and Urban Affairs.

“...Respecting and 
offering help to 
persons in transition 
from illness to 
wellness, poverty to 
being self-supporting 
and lost to finding 
purpose are all 
processes that can 
happen in practical 
ways in the structure 
and community that 
is St. John’s Institute.”    
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Western Eparchy 
Suite a God-Send
At the end of July 2012, SJI was given the 
opportunity to help a family whose mother was 
to undergo a liver transplant at U of A Hospital.  
With limited financial means and no affordable 
short-term place to stay in Edmonton during 
her recovery period, Celina Thibault, her three 
children and her mother would not have had 
one another’s support, had it not been for the 
generosity of UOCC’s Western Eparchy.  Celina 
and her family stayed in the Eparchy’s guest 
suite at SJI for the month of August during 
her recovery and follow-up treatments at the 
hospital.  Their thoughts are re-printed below 
from a beautiful card given to SJI Chaplain, Fr. 
Cornell Zubritsky:  

 “God gave me a second lease on life with a brand 
new liver.  He also sent Angels my way to help 
my family and me with everything else.  I would 
have never recovered so quickly if I didn’t have my 
children and mother by my side, and thanks to 
you, this was all possible.  You’ll always be in my 
heart – ‘thank you’ cannot begin to express what 
I’m trying to say.”

Celina Thibault, liver transplant patient
“Stressing out over whether or not my daughter 

A Full House!
We are proud to announce that as of September 2012, the residence is 100% full!  Not to worry, 
though – we still have limited rooms available for short-term bookings.  July 2012 was our busiest 
month yet, with 6 different groups of short-term student residents, numerous visiting academics, 
health practitioners, and business people, plus performing artists of numerous festivals in the 
city, including the Edmonton International Fringe Festival.  We welcomed (back) several dozen 
participants in the following programs who expressed their delight over the changes to the building, 
and the care and attention paid to their happiness and comfort during their stay:
•	 Women	in	Scholarship,	Engineering,	Science	and	Technology	(WISEST)
•	 Alberta	Innovates	–	Heritage	Youth	Researcher	Summer	Program	(HYRS)
•	 OSVITA	Ukrainian	Language	Summer	Immersion	Program
•	 Alberta	Suzuki	Summer	Institute	–	music	Instructors’	conference
•	 United	Nations	Association	in	Canada	–	UNA	Canada
•	 Edmonton	International	Fringe	Festival	artists	and	technicians
As this issue goes to print, only 11 rooms are available beginning January 2013, so if you know of 
someone who needs a new place to live on Whyte Avenue for the Winter Term, send them our way – 
and soon!

was going to live was more than any mother 
could bear, but adding the responsibility for two 
more babies’ lives was 
a lot on my plate.  Not 
knowing anyone in the 
city, we miraculously 
crossed paths [with 
SJI].  I can’t even begin 
to describe the big load 
you removed off my 
shoulders.  Being close 
to the hospital and 
providing excellent food 
for us when we truly 
couldn’t afford most of 
everything you provided 
us was truly a God-send.  
From the bottom of 
my heart, thank you so 
much.  God Bless you.”
Celina’s mother, 
Monique

For more on Celina 
Thibault and her 
miraculous journey, 
please see  
www.celinafund.
org or Celinafund on 
Facebook.

...if you know of 
someone who needs 
a new place to live 
on Whyte Avenue 
for the Winter Term, 
send them our way – 
and soon!
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Generations of 
Family Support
This past August, St. John’s Institute was 
honoured to receive a donation of $10,000 made 
in memory of Mr. and Mrs. William and Justine 
Fedeyko, from their children and families.  Mr. 
Fedeyko passed away 9 days short of his 101st 
birthday, on March 5, 2012.  He was predeceased 
by his wife on June 4, 2011.  Вічная їм пам’ять.     

Supporters of St. John’s Institute and numerous 
other institutions of learning, William and 
Justine were parishioners of St. Michael’s 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church, and made their 
devotion to their church and culture known 
through their creation of the Fedeyko Family 
Endowment Fund at the University of Alberta, 
CIUS.  In this way, they honoured the legacy of 
their parents and forefathers and the sacrifices 
they made upon coming to Canada.  St. John’s 
Institute is very thankful for the on-going 
support of the Fedeyko family, including 
William’s sister-in-law, Mrs. Isabelle Darcovich, 
and his daughter and son, both SJI alumni, Mrs. 
Kathie (Percy) Zalasky, and son, Mr. Dennis 
Fedeyko.  

Match-Maker,  
Match-Maker…
Over the years, St. John’s Institute has meant so 
much more than a place to stay, for those who 
have been fortunate enough to share its warmth 
and welcome.  In fact, a great number of students 
living here in 2012 are children of those who met 
at the Institute, finished university or college, 
and then married and started their own families.  

Continuing in that proud tradition is Carlo 
Cerin who popped the question to his beautiful 
fiancée, Lea Perez, on Saturday, April 21, 2012 
during a staged tasting of goodies for a “special 
event,” presided over by Head Chef, Pani Stefie 
and photographer Ivan Lypovyk.  Carlo and Lea 
met at SJI in 2006.  Congratulations to you both, 
and we wish you a blessed future together.

Note to all SJI 
lovebirds:  If you have 
a similar special story 
that started at St. John’s 
Institute, we encourage 
you to write to us and 
send photos.  We’ll 
feature you in our 
“Match-maker” corner!

Saying Goodbye – A Family 
Man Remembered

A memorial luncheon for Mr. Lindsay Rambaran 
was held at the Institute on the afternoon of 
Friday, August 17.  Family came from across 
Canada, and also from Trinidad and Tobago 
(where Mr. Rambaran grew up) to celebrate his 
life.  Together with Park Memorial and Sawmill 
Restaurants, SJI delivered a luncheon reception 
for more than 150 guests.

Mr. Rambaran’s three beautiful daughters, 
Tamara, Charlene and Annette were extremely 
pleased with the attention to detail and care that 
was taken with their family’s memorial.  On 
behalf of the Institute, we thank the Rambaran 
family for the opportunity to host such an 
important occasion, and wish them all of God’s 
blessings in the years to come.

A Colourful “Palette”
This past August 11, St. John’s 
Institute was pleased to 
sponsor accommodation for 
the members of Saskatoon’s 
Pavlychenko Folklorique 
Ensemble and renowned artistic 
director, Serhij Koroliuk, as 
part of our sponsorship of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress – 
Alberta Provincial Council’s stage 
program for Ukrainian Day at 
the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage 
Village.  Adding colour, beauty 
and energy to the building, 
Saskatoon’s “Ukrainian palette” 
was a welcome addition to the 
landscape of our guests, and we 
welcome them back any time!
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90 Years Young - 
The Extraordinary  
Mrs. Anna Zwozdesky!

In honour of Mrs. Anna Zwozdesky’s 90th 
birthday, guests were invited to make financial 
contributions towards the work and facilities 
of St. John’s Institute.  Donations of $1860 
were collected and a new senser and chalice 
set (pictured above) were purchased for the 
Institute’s Chapel of St. John Chrysostom.  As a 
pillar of our Ukrainian Orthodox community, 
Pani Zwozdesky and 
her family, including SJI 
board member, Mrs. Iris 
Zwozdesky-Ciona, and 
SJI alum, Honourable 
Gene Zwozdesky, have 
been stalwart supporters 
of the Institute, and 
their contributions 
continue to benefit 
current residents 
and community 
organizations.  Our 
sincere gratitude for 
your generosity! 

May I Have This 
Dance?
Tango gurus Vince and Cindy Davis have 
brought new life to SJI’s dining hall on 
Wednesday nights starting at 7:00pm.   This 
dynamic duo met at the U of A Dance Club in 
1992, and after their first trip to Buenos Aires 
in 1995, founded Tango Norte to promote and 
develop the Argentine Tango scene in Western 
Canada.  Since then, they have taught and 
coached thousands of students, and designed, 
choreographed and performed in over 100 
group- and solo tango shows.  

Cindy and Vince have always been fascinated 
with blending different dance styles and cultures 
and have been involved in several fusion dance 
projects including the DJ Se Show (Ballroom/
Hindu), the Ukrainian Shumka Dancers (Tango/
Ukrainian), Nostalgia tango show (Tango/
Yiddish fusion) in Calgary, and Dancing for 
the Kids Charity Gala (Tango/Swing).  Fusion 
happens when dancers use skills and figures from 
more than one dance style for one piece of music.  

Tango for Fusion runs every Wednesday 
night at 7:00 pm in SJI’s dining hall.  The class 
includes influences from Argentine Tango, Blues, 
Swing, Hop, Samba, Salsa, and more!  It is open 
to everyone, and no experience is necessary.  
Special rates ($6/class) apply to SJI residents 
and guests – it’s a great way to relieve the stress 
of studying, and great for the heart – in several 
ways!

Cindy and Vince 
have always been 
fascinated with 
blending different 
dance styles and 
cultures and have 
been involved 
in several fusion 
dance projects...
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The Quintessential 
Summer Experience
From Sunday, July 8 to Saturday, July 21, 75 
children between the ages of 8 – 14 attended 
a very interactive and successful Ukrainian 
Orthodox summer camp program.  Under the 
directing team of Ron Bayda and Kassandra 
Brytan, and guided by 13 enthusiastic and 
talented counselors, campers enjoyed a 
comprehensive program that included daily 
workshops in religion, dancing, music, drama, 
sports, arts and crafts, waterfront activities and 
wilderness survival.  Special “house league” 
activities included the Water Regatta, scavenger 
hunts, Disney skits and the ever-popular “Turks 

and Kozaks.”  A talent 
show, Vegas night, walk to 
Mulhurst, two zabavas and a 
final concert rounded out the 
campers’ summer experience.

Fr. Cornell Zubritsky and 
Fr. Patrick Yamniuk directed 
the spiritual component of 
camp, providing spiritual 
guidance for the campers, 
offering morning, evening 
and meal-time prayers, and 

daily religion sessions.  Together with Fr. Dcn. 
Anton Lakusta, Fr. Patrick offered Divine Liturgy 
on Family Day Sunday, July 15, and the campers 
presented His Grace, Bishop Ilarion with flowers 
and a laid grass path to the church, in Ukrainian 
tradition.  Bishop Ilarion joined campers, 
staff and volunteers for a special luncheon, 
presenting each individual with a special blessed 
icon, before joining the group for the camp 
photograph.

A group of amazing parent volunteers, 
together with the camp cook, Michelle Kapty 
(Pani Shelly), made sure the campers were 
safe, secure, well-fed and happy.  In particular, 
Natalka Sekida and Ostap Toroshenko took on 
the significant responsibilities of camp nurse 
and facilities maintenance, respectively, regularly 
going above and beyond the call of duty.  Camp 
Bar-V-Nok looks forward to seeing each and 
every one of you – campers, staff and volunteers 
- next year! Our thanks to all who helped to 
create a memorable experience for our children, 
and especially those who made financial 
contributions to the camp program:
Alberta Ukrainian Self-Reliance League
James and Sylvia Gray
St. Andrew’s Men’s Club
UWAC – St. Anna Branch, St. John’s Branch
Ukrainian Orthodox Parish of St. John 
Ukrainian Orthodox Parish of St. Anthony

SJI – Out and About  
in Our Community 

Hot and sunny, with a sprinkling of fried onions and 
bacon bits... Such were the conditions for most of our 
community’s renowned summer festivals, as St. John’s 
Institute sponsored presentations, performances 
and pavilions throughout July and August.  

First up was the Vegreville Ukrainian Pysanka 
Festival, July 4-6, with numerous alumni stopping 
by the SJI booth to reconnect and reminisce.  Next, 
SJI took part in a display of Ukrainian culture 
at the Ukrainian pavilion at the Servus Heritage 
Festival on August 4th, 5th and 6th, sponsoring 
the stage program’s Master of Ceremonies, Andrij 
Krochak, whose many talents found favour with 
the appreciative audiences.  Finally, the Institute 

was delighted to serve as stage sponsor for 
UCC-APC’s Ukrainian Day on August 12 at 
the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village, also 
providing accommodation for its guest performers, 
Pavlychenko Folklorique Ensemble from Saskatoon.  

Thanks to 101.7 World FM for the loan of their 
promotional tent, and to all of our volunteers who 
took the time to represent the Institute at these events.

...campers enjoyed 
a comprehensive 
program that 
included daily 
workshops in religion, 
dancing, music, 
drama, sports, arts 
and crafts, waterfront 
activities and 
wilderness survival.
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Phase Two of Mosaic Installed
In the latter part of August 2012, mosaicist Theodora Harasymiw installed the second phase of the 
three-part mosaic that adorns the exterior wall of SJI’s west wing, leading to the front door.  Drop by 
for an up-close view of this masterpiece – unlike any other in the city or province.  And if you want 
to learn the craft yourself, we invite you to a workshop that is open to the public:

Introduction to Mosaic Workshop
Instructor:  Theodora Harasymiw

This workshop covers mosaic design, terminology, materials, tools, adhesives, substrates, 
and grouting. There will also be a brief slideshow explaining the evolution of mosaic.  
Students will create their own piece to take home at the end of the weekend.

•	 all	materials	provided;	$30	paid	to	instructor	on	first	day
•	 no	experience	required

October 26-28/2012 
St.John’s Institute 11024-82 Avenue, Edmonton, AB
(780)439-2320
$190 + materials

Tea Cups and  
Saucers Needed
St. John’s Institute is building 
up a collection of china tea 
cups and saucers to use for 
special occasions: afternoon 
teas, receptions, and other 
formal occasions that require 
something a little more special 
than standard banquet fare.  
If you have a set (or your 
Baba, Ts’otsia, or other family 
members or friends have sets 
they no longer use) or even 
a small number of matching 
cups and saucers, we will 
happily welcome them into 
our collection.  Bone china and 
porcelain in good condition 
with any kind of design (floral 
or otherwise) would be lovely, 
and will help us do our special 
events up right.  If needed, our 
staff and volunteers can come 
to pick them up from you.  Give 
our office a call to make pick-up 
arrangements, and thank you for 
your donation! 



St. John’s Institute update 10

When Kenneth  
Met Frances…
Yes, many things happened at the Institute 
decades ago, and some of them we can even 
share with you…  But who knew that the chance 
meeting between the lovely young Miss Frances 
Shaw and a handsome Mr. Kenneth Kolotyluk 
would become a 52-year love story?  Our whole 
staff enjoyed getting to know Ken and Frances 
during their recent stay at the Institute on 
their way out from BC to visit family in Smoky 
Lake.  The couple will be celebrating their 50th 
anniversary at the end of August 2013 and we 
wish them all the best.  Here is their story:

When Warrant Officer Shaw walked his 17 year 
old daughter, “Frankie”, through the front door of 
St. John’s Institute in September 1960, he could not 
imagine that in three years he would be walking 
her down the aisle to marry Ken Kolotyluk, 
another St. John’s resident.

A late application to Pembina Hall and a 
notice at the Education building welcoming 
non-Ukrainian girls to the Institute saw Frances 
marched down Whyte Avenue to apply at St. 
Johns. Mr. Shaw had no problems with her living 
in a co-ed residence despite the Dean of Women’s 
disapproval of such arrangements. 

Ken, tired of basement rooms and mushroom 
soup, heard good things about St. John’s and 
applied. The room and the company were great. 

The food, 
unfortunately, 
[at that time] 
was not.

Frances 
was enrolled 
in Education. 
Ken, after 
two years in 
Engineering, 
was making 
up his arts 
options as a 
requirement to 
be accepted into 
the Faculty of 
Medicine where 

he would begin his studies in September 1961. 
After many conversations over breakfasts, coffee 

and long evening walks, finally after the January 
Christmas Eve service at the Cathedral, Ken asked 
Frances out to a movie. Even then, they missed the 
ending because of the women’s curfew – women 
had to be back at the Institute by 10:30pm, but the 
men could stay out until midnight! 

They were an unlikely pair. She was raised in 
an English military family moving frequently and 
traveling extensively. He was a Ukrainian farm 
boy, having never strayed further than a day’s 
drive from Smoky Lake. She struggled with the 
compulsory Ukrainian classes. He never bothered 
to attend.  

After marriage in 1963, graduation followed, 
Frances, with a B.Ed in Elementary Education 
in 1964, and Ken, with an MD, in 1965. After 
internship at the Misericordia Hospital, Ken 
joined his cousin in a thriving family practice 
in Vancouver and Frances started her successful 
career with the Vancouver School Board.  

After 26 years, Ken left practice and became the 
Executive Director of the newly formed Society of 
General Practitioners of BC.  Frances went on to 
get her Master’s Degree from UBC, switching to 
counseling and working at the District level.   She 
retired from a rewarding 33 year teaching career 
but continued to work on contract, writing and 
implementing health education curricula. 

Ken balanced his demanding career as a 
physician and medical executive with a successful 
art career. He has been recognized for his Medical 
and Administrative accomplishments by his peers 
with several awards at the local, provincial and 
national level. This year Ken was awarded an 
international FIAP Bronze medal for photography. 

Frances’ and Ken’s volunteer work with CESO 
(Canadian Executive Services Organisation) has 
taken them to Costa Rica, the Philippines and 
Ukraine supporting teachers and doctors. They 
have traveled extensively throughout the world 
and still do so. Having no children of their own, 
they have acquired many “borrowed” ones through 
their travels who know there is always a bed and 
support for them at the Kolotyluk home. 

Like many couples who met as young people 
at St. John’s, Ken and Frances Kolotyluk, have an 
enduring marriage and will celebrate their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary in 2013.

They were an 
unlikely pair. She 
was raised in an 
English military 
family moving 
frequently and 
traveling extensively. 
He was a Ukrainian 
farm boy, having 
never strayed further 
than a day’s drive 
from Smoky Lake. 
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mountain air, and the hiking, camping, and time 
at the Hot Springs were highlighted with an 
important visit to the Ukrainian internment site 
at Castle Mountain, where students also hiked to 
the remnants of the original camp foundations.

 Visiting the Ukrainian Museum of Canada 
(Alberta Branch) and various Ukrainian 
monuments in Edmonton got students out and 
about the city. A unique opportunity included 
being part of a TV audience for an historic 
documentary interview with former Premier Ed 
Stelmach. The interview, hosted by 101.7 World 
FM’s Program Director and Ukrainian program 
producer, Roman Brytan, was recorded at the 
Breakfast Television studios at City TV, as part of 
a joint project with OMNI Television. 
OSVITA 2012 was a blast, and we look forward 
to welcoming students next summer for another 
“Ukrainian Language Experience” to remember! 
Interested in attending OSVITA? Visit www.
stjohnsinstitute.com for more information, 
call 780-439-2320, or email programs@
stjohnsinstitute.com.

Also, check out our Facebook page for 
awesome pictures from the 2012 year at Osvita 
Ukrainian Language Summer Immersion 
Program. Join in on the fun next year—register 
early and receive the early-bird discount!  

Our thanks to all those whose help, financial 
and otherwise, helped rejuvenate OSVITA:
•	 CYC	Foundation
•	 TYC-	Edmonton	Branch

OSVITA cont’d from page 1 •	 Alberta	Ukrainian	Commemorative	Society	
•	 Strathcona	Ukrainian	Bilingual	Association	
•	 St.	John’s	Fraternal	Society	
•	 St.	Andrew’s	Men’s	Club	
•	 Mary	Paltzat		
•	 James	and	Sylvia	Gray	
•	 Lawrence	and	Elsie	Serediak
•	 Pauline	Mudry	
•	 Joyce	and	Eugene	Serediak	
•	 Alann	Nazarevich	
•	 St.	Anna’s	UWAC	
•	 Calgary	TYC-St.	Vladimir’s	Church	
•	 Eugene	and	Olga	Chudyk
•	 Nadija	Szram	
•	 Luba	Feduschak	

Additionally, OSVITA thanks the following 
people for their help, support, and volunteer 
services:
•	 Fr.	Cornell	Zubritsky
•	 Tetyana	Kachenyuk
•	 Alicja	Gruntowicz	and	the	 

Vegreville Pysanka Festival 
•	 Ukrainian	Museum	of	Canada	–	Alberta	Branch
•	 101.7	World	FM	and	Roman	Brytan
•	 Stefania	Kupnicki	&	the	SJI	kitchen	team	
•	 Ivan	Lypovyk	and	Stepan	Lypovyk
•	 Suzanna	Brytan	and	Nadija	Szram	
•	 Olenka	Toroshenko	
•	 Ludwig	Marianych	
•	 Dr.	Andrij	Hornjatkevyc	
•	 The	SJI	Board	of	Directors,	and	especially	Iris	

Zwozdesky-Ciona, Natalia Toroshenko and  
Pauline Mudry

Growing Global Citizens 
From August 8 – 10, SJI was the site of the Post-Internship De-Briefing Conference for the United 
Nations	Association	in	Canada’s	Multimedia	&	Multiculturalism	program.		The	conference	wrapped	
up a 6-week internship program during which ethno-cultural youth from all over Canada were 
placed with media outlets, and learned to develop some of the tools and skills necessary to confront 
some of the world’s most complex problems.  

SJI was pleased to provide accommodation and meals for two of these interns during their six-
week program, and also provided conference services, meeting spaces, AV equipment, catering and 
accommodation for a group of 30 during the 3-day conference.   Says Simmi Dixit, Project Manager 
for the national program:  “I cannot stress the importance of publicly accessible, affordable meeting spaces.  
I have been managing M&M for two years and have noted the lack of organizations with mandates akin to 
that of SJI.  I…would love to see an increase in likeminded facilities.  I cannot say enough about the quality of 
service, the warmth of the staff, and the community-minded spirit that drives SJI.  It was a pleasure to work with 
Suzanna and Nadija and M&M looks forward to having SJI host future delegations.”

Check out our 
Facebook page for 
awesome pictures 
from the 2012 year 
at Osvita Ukrainian 
Language Summer 
Immersion Program



Board of Directors
President:  Dr. Tania Mysak

Vice-President:  Iris Zwozdesky-Ciona

Treasurer:  Amanda Campbell

Secretary:  Dr. Bohdan Harasymiw

Chaplain:  Rev. Fr. Cornell Zubritsky

Director:  Natalia Toroshenko

Director:  Terry Tanasiuk

Director:  Richard Serna

Director:  Pauline Mudry

Director:  Cheryl Moisey

Director:  Taras Jereniuk

Staff

Executive Director:   

Suzanna Brytan

Office and Operations Manager:  

Nadija Szram

Maintenance Manager:   

Ivan Lypovyk

Head Chef:   

Stefania Kupnicki

Assistant Cooks:   

Imelda (Emmy) Mejia 

Regina Lazutin

11024-82 Avenue

Edmonton, AB  T6G 0T2

T: 780.439.2320

TF: 1.800.439.2320

F: 780.439.0989

www.stjohnsinstitute.com

info@stjohnsinstitute.com

www.facebook.com/stjohnsinstituteyeg 

Office hours  

Monday – Friday: 

9:00 am – 5:30 pm

After Hours  

780.809.3771 or 780.940.6393

Need Some Extra Dough?
Tuesday night pyrohy suppers at the Institute have become somewhat of a 
phenomenon over the past few months, attracting a huge variety of hungry 
patrons from all walks of life!  These fundraising dinners have also served as a 
great way of attracting new residents, and new facility rentals for special events.  
Beginning in April 2012 and running throughout the summer, each dinner has 
served successively more guests than the last, with constant telephone enquiries 
and visits by passers-by, asking about the next event.    
 
Thanks to all of our volunteers who have helped to run each of these dinners 
including Anna Tomyn, Pauline Mudry, Richard Serna, Bohdan and Elaine 
Harasymiw, Sylvia Gray, Amanda Campbell, Darcey Heaton, Sonya Kuo, Michael 
McKeith, Yustyna Zanko, Kassandra Brytan, Susanna Lynn, Lara Franko, Andrij 
Krochak and Tatiana Boryschuk.  
 
Currently, SJI’s pyrohy suppers run every 2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month 
from 5:00 - 7:30 pm; however, with the new academic year starting up, we are 
receiving many requests to make this a regular Tuesday night occurrence.  Please 
let us know if you can spare 2 hours on any Tuesday evening, to help us 
   make this weekly fundraising endeavour a part of our success.


